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TO: Zoning Board of Appeals Members MEETING DATE: Tuesday, January 21, 2025 

LOCATION: 4255 Fairway Drive PARCEL #: 74-20-505-0026-000 

ZONING: R-1A Single Family Residential MASTER PLAN: Single Family Residential 

OWNER(S): Thaddeus & Stacey Unold APPLICANT(S): Thaddeus & Stacey Unold 

Request: 7’ west rear yard setback variance, and a 1’ north side yard setback variance, for proposed additions, and a Class 
A Designation for the existing and proposed to the dwelling.  

Findings of Facts:  
-This property is not within a High-Risk Erosion Area. 
-The structure is not within a Special Flood Hazard area, FEMA FIRM 
07/19/2022, Panel 0237E. 
-This parcel is a lawfully existing conforming platted lot. 
-The lot width is 100’ and exceeds the minimum required 75’.  
-The lot depth is platted at 123’, and Fairway Drive has a 100’ (50’ 
each side from the center of the pavement) platted road right-of way. 
This size right-of-way is exceptionally wide in comparison to other 
similarly situated residential areas, which generally have a 66’ (33’ 
each side from the center of the pavement) road right-of way. 
-On September 18, 1969, the property received an east front yard 
variance permitting a 25’ setback. The home was built in 1970 and 
currently meets/exceeds the west rear yard and south side yard 
setback requirements, and is deficient by less than one foot on the 
north side yard.  
-No Class A Designation has been granted on the home. 

Location Required Proposed Request 
Rear/West 35’ 28’ 7’ west rear yard setback variance 
Side/North 10’ 9’ (addition to existing) 1’ north side yard setback variance 

 
Reasons for Decision: 
-A request may be granted upon findings that: 
(1) Continuance thereof would not be contrary to public health, safety, or welfare. 
(2) The structure does not and is not likely to significantly depress the value of nearby properties. 
(3) The use or structure was lawful at the time of its inception. 
(4) No useful purposes would be served by strict application of the provisions or requirements of this chapter with which the 
use or structure does not conform. 

 -A request may be denied upon finding that: 
(1) Public services cannot be adequately provided; i.e. water, sewer, gas, electric. 
(2) The proposed construction could hinder public safety response and put the property and surrounding properties at 
additional risk. 
(3) A hardship (non-financial in nature) or practical difficulty (such as a natural feature of the land) has not been 
demonstrated. 
 
Contacts/Communications/Correspondence: 
No correspondence has been received. 
 
Recommendations: 
-The building official recommends approval. The cart storage area does not require a variance; however, a condition of 
building permit approval includes fire separation between the dwelling and cart storage per MI Building Code MIR 302.6.  
-The department of public works recommends approval with no conditions. 
-The fire chief recommends approval with no conditions. 
-The zoning administrator recommends approval of the variance and Class A Designation based on the findings of fact and 
(1) through (4,) above.  
 
 





CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF FORT GRATIOT 
ZBA DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW 

 

FROM: Building Department, Department of Public Works, Fire Department 

APPLICANT: Thaddeus & Stacey Unold OWNER: Same 

LOCATION: 4255 Fairway Drive Parcel I.D. #:  74-20-505-0026-000 

DATE:  January 15, 2025 MEETING DATE: Tuesday, January 21, 2025 

 

 1 

YES  NO  N/A  BUILDING DEPARTMENT: 

X      1. Will the new construction require additional fire proofing? 

X      2. Will the existing structure require additional fire proofing? 

COMMENTS:   
Dwelling to garage fire separation must be met per code MIR 302.6 for cart storage area. 

   

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 Deny  Approve  Approve w/conditions  Postpone-additional information requested 

Reviewed By:  Gary Beem, Building Official Date: 01/08/2025 

 
 

YES  NO  N/A  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: 

  X    1. Are there conflicting or multiple structures? 

  X    2. Are there any common service agreements? 

      3. If yes, above, are easements/necessary paperwork recorded? 

      4. Will the proposed construction interfere with any: 
  X    sewer lines or mains? If yes, please indicate:  existing   or    future 

  X    water lines or mains? If yes, please indicate:  existing   or    future 

  X    storm drains? If yes, please indicate:  existing   or    future 

COMMENTS: 
 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 Deny  Approve  Approve w/conditions  Postpone-additional information requested 

Reviewed By:  Greg Randall, DPW Supervisor Date: 01/08/2025 

 
 

YES  NO  N/A  FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

X      1. Is there location and adequacy of water lines and fire hydrants?  

  X    2. Are additional on-site fire protection systems necessary? 

X      3. Can use or building be serviced, in case of fire, from all sides? 

X      4. Is there adequate vehicle access for fire equipment? 

  X    5. Are there special conditions which may necessitate further study or information? 

       (i.e., paint, solvents, explosives, unstable chemicals) 
COMMENTS: 
 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 Deny  Approve  Approve w/conditions  Postpone-additional information requested 

Reviewed By:  Michael F. Fronimos, Fire Chief Date: 01/08/2025 
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